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John Goldingay, Isaiah 56–66. The International Critical Commentary. 
New York: Bloomsbury T & T Clark (www.bloomsbury.com), 2014. Pages, 527. 
Cloth, $100.00.

This book continues the commentary found in an earlier volume (Isaiah 40–55) 
written by Goldingay and David Payne. The introduction in this volume contains 
an explanation of the various critical approaches employed. These approaches 
include redaction-historical and sociological approaches, a poetic reading, and a 
postcolonial critique. The list of works cited is impressive, giving evidence of the 
expansiveness of Goldingay’s grasp of the material and the seriousness of his inves-
tigation. While the author provides a translation of the section under examination 
with valuable notes, the commentary itself follows the verse-by-verse format. At 
times this consists of pages of information for each single verse. Anyone engaging 
in serious critical analysis of this section of the biblical tradition will have to consult 
Goldingay’s work.

Andrew T. Lincoln, J. Gordon McConville, and Lloyd K. Petersen, eds., 
The Bible and Spirituality: Exploring Issues in Reading Scripture Spiritually. 
Eugene, OR: Cascade Books (https://wipfandstock.com/cascade_books), 2013. 
Pages, 294. Paper, $35.00.

These essays originated as papers delivered at an international symposium held at 
the Centre for the Study of the Bible and Spirituality in Gloucestershire, UK, in 2012. 
Their cross-disciplinary nature and sensitivity to diverse cultural expressions pro-
vide insight into the multidimensional nature of spirituality. The organization of the 
essays follows a canonical ordering of the themes treated, beginning with a reflec-
tion of a Pentateuchal theme through passages from Wisdom literature and the 
writings of the prophets and ending with explorations of New Testament texts. 
Each essay is grounded in critical research and makes a fine contribution to the 
academic study of biblical spirituality. The bibliography at the end of the book 
attests to the scope of this research. This book will be of interest to students of the 
Bible and spirituality alike.

David P. Melvin, The Interpreting Angel Motif in Prophetic and Apocalyptic 
Literature. Emerging Scholars Series. Minneapolis: Fortress Press 
(www.fortresspress.com), 2013. Pages, 225. Paper, $59.00.

The interpreting angel is an important theme in the Jewish Second Temple period. 
Melvin investigates this theme in Ezekiel 40–48, Zechariah 1–6, 1 Enoch 17–36; 72–82, 
and Daniel 7–8. Employing critical historical and literary methods, he demonstrates 
how elements of Jewish angelology functioned both to challenge prevailing belief 
in divination as a means of predicting the future and to reinforce the authenticity of 
certain visionary forms of revelation. While he has skillfully accomplished his goal 
of showing the development of angelology in the texts chosen, he maintains that 
the implications of this theme for understanding some of the New Testament’s 
teaching on angelic revelation have yet to be plumbed. This is a well-written and 
very readable study.


